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, novations; thither I resolved to go; my wife provided the means and we came to Paris.
** Before this no one had ever actually laughed in my face; but in this dreadful city I had to undergo this new form of torture, to which was added the keen anguish of miserable poverty. Compelled to sojourn in this fever-stricken quarter, for many months we have lived on Marianna's work; she does sewing for the wretched prostitutes who make this horrid street their stamping ground. Marianna tells me that she is treated with deference and generosity, which I, for my part, ascribe to the ascendency of a so pure virtue that even vice itself must needs respect it."
" Hope on," said Andrea. " Perhaps you have reached the end of your trials. My efforts shall be united to yours, and it may be that your labors will yet be seen in their true light; permit me, in the meanwhile, as a compatriot and an artist like yourself, to offer you in advance some part, however small, of your inevitable future gains."
"All that has to do with my material life is my wife's affair alone," replied Gambara. " She it is who must decide whether without humiliation we can accept the assistance of an honorable man, as you seem to be. For myself, who have been led to make you this long-drawn confidence, I must beg your permission to retire. A melody beckons me; it starts dancingly before me; bare, quivering, like a beautiful girl entreating her lover for the clothes he has hidden. Adieu, I go to dress my mistress. My wife I leave with you."
He hastened away like a man who blames himself for losing valuable time, and Marianna, somewhat embarrassed, prepared to follow him.
Andrea dared not detain her.
Giardini, however, came to the rescue.
" But, signorina," said he, " did not you hear your husband tell you to settle some business with the Signer Count? "
Marianna resumed her seat, but without looking at Andrea,' who hesitated about addressing her.
" And will not Signor Gambara's confidence," he at length said, in a voice of emotion, " also win for me that of his